
Calvary Church Sunday Worship
May 10, 2026

* Please rise as you are able.
Bold text is spoken by the congregation.

Nursery care is available; ask a greeter for directions.

Prelude: Jesus, Name Above All Names (Naida Hearn), arr. by John F. Wilson
Sue Paro, piano

Welcome and Poem Rev. Cynthia Good

Introit: Fill Us with Your Love, O Lord by Carol Browning Calvary Choir

*Gathering Words by Lisa Hancock Jeanne Le Suer, worship leader
Easter people, no matter the bends and curves in our path, 
Jesus does not leave us alone on this journey of faith.
God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.
The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, 
the truth, and the life of Jesus.
God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.
The Spirit draws us into God’s story, 
showing us how to cooperate in writing God’s dream into reality.
God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.
Easter people, God’s story abides in you, 
calling you to live as co-creators of love and abundant life.
We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, 
and helps us join in God’s story, until God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen.

*Opening Prayer  Jeanne Le Suer
God of all time and space,
you initiated the relationship of love and generosity with creation
at a time before and beyond all knowing.
Through the Word and the Spirit,
you continue in eternal love for all beings.
Fill us with a deep and abiding awareness of your presence,
your call, and your grace in our lives and in our world.
Shape us into the people you have made us to be –
poured out in creative mercy
for the sake of Jesus Christ in all creation. Amen.

*Passing the Peace  Jeanne Le Suer
Peace be with you. And also with you. Please share a sign of peace with your neighbors.
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*Hymn: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 384 (large hymnal)
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Scripture: John 14:15-21 from laughingbird.net   Jeanne Le Suer
Jesus said to his disciples, “If you love me, it will show in the way you live out what I’ve told 
you to do. I will have a word with God and arrange for another advocate to be permanently 
assigned to you. Your new advocate will be the Spirit of Truth. The rest of the world will not 
accept the Spirit because they never accept what they can’t see or comprehend. You already 
know the Spirit though, because the Spirit is with you and will be at work inside you.

“I’m not going to leave you to fend for yourselves like abandoned children; I’ll be there for 
you. Soon the rest of the world will think I’m gone — out of sight, out of mind — but you’ll still 
be seeing me. I am really living, and because of that you’ll be really living too. When that day 
comes, you’ll be left in no doubt that I am one with God, and that you are one with me and I 
am one with you. Those who take seriously what I’ve said and live it out are the ones who 
truly love me. God will love all those who truly love me. I’ll love them too and bare my soul to 
them.”

The word of God to us. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time Sandra Barrios
After the song, children are invited to attend Jr. Church (classroom 1) or the nursery (room 3).

Song: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 2026 (small hymnal)
Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halle, Halle, Halleluja! Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Scripture: Acts 17:22-31   Jeanne Le Suer
“Good people of Athens, it is clear to me that you are a people who take religion seriously. 
Everywhere I look in your city, I see places and objects intended for worship. I even came 
across an altar with a sign that said it was dedicated to ‘an unknown god.’ This God who you 
already worship but do not know is, in fact, the God I am here to make known to you. This is 
the God who made the world and everything in it. This is the one who is Lord of heaven and 
earth. No house built by human hands could ever hold this God. No act of service offered by 
human beings could ever provide anything which God would otherwise be left in need of. No, 
it is we mortal creatures who depend on what God provides, for our life, our breath, and all we 
need are given by God. This God made the whole human race from scratch – every people 
and nation on the face of the earth – and set the basic limits on what is possible and 
impossible for them. All of this inspires us to search for God, which is exactly what God 
intended. At times we may feel like we are groping blindly in the dark, but God wants to be 
found by us and is never beyond the reach of anyone. One of your local poets summed it up 
well:

‘Our lives are lived in God,
everything we do and everything we are;
for we are the fruit of God’s womb.’
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So if we have been brought to birth by God, then we should never fall for the idea that we 
humans can shape God in some image that appeals to us. Even the most exquisite creations 
of gold, silver and precious stone, crafted with great skill and imagination by the best artists, 
are nothing but meaningless lumps of rock in comparison to God. Fortunately, God has not 
taken offence over such unworthy representations when their creators didn’t know any better. 
But such excuses are a thing of the past. We now know who God is. We are now aware that 
God wants everyone everywhere to turn their lives around. And we now know that God has 
appointed the judge and set the date for the world to be put right. You can stake your life on 
this, because God has given a spectacular guarantee, by raising the appointed judge from the 
dead.”

The word of God for us. Thanks be to God.

Music: I Will Not Leave You Comfortless by Everett Titcomb Calvary Choir

Thoughts Rev. Good

*Hymn: O God, In Whom We Live
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*Affirmation of Faith by Sophie Churchill Rev. Good
We believe in one God,
who gave birth to the cosmos and to us,
creating, out of nothing but God’s own will,
a world of rocks, plants and human longing;
whose eyes will not fail to cry for it all.

We believe in one God,
who redeems the waste of all things good,
weaving, from the griefs of our freedom,
new and unhoped-for things;
whose mercy will not fail to heal it all.

We believe in one God,
who lives among all people in all places,
calling us from our despair and sleep
to live out Easter in our generation;
whose love will not fail to hold us all.

Sharing of Prayers and Prayer of the People Rev. Good
We invite you to use your chosen words for God: Father, Mother, or... 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

Offering
If you wish to make a monetary donation, you can leave cash or a check in 
the offering baskets located at the entrances to the sanctuary or scan the 
Venmo code at the right.

*Doxology words by Mary Luti, tune Old 100th (95, large hymnal)
O Morning of our hearts, we sing; our endless alleluias ring!
Amid the shadows of our gloom; new hope, new life, an empty tomb! Amen!

*Prayer of Thanksgiving Rev. Good
Gracious God, we are filled to overflowing with your Spirit. May your grace flow through 
us to a world that needs your presence of justice and peace. May our gifts reflect our 
faith. May our lives reflect your love. Amen.
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*Hymn: Praise to God, The World’s Creator by Jan Berry tune: 150 in large hymnal
1 Praise to God, the world’s creator, 
source of life and growth and breath,
cradling in her arms her children,
holding them from birth to death.
In our bodies, in our living,
strength and truth of all we do,
God is present, working with us,
making us creators too.

2 Praise to God our saving Wisdom,
meeting us with love and grace,
helping us to grow in wholeness,
giving freedom, room, and space.
In our hurting, in our risking,
in the thoughts we dare not name,
God is present, growing with us,
healing us from sin and shame.

3 Praise to God, the Spirit in us,
prompting hidden depths of prayer,
firing us to long for justice,
reaching out with tender care.
In our searching, in our loving,
in our struggles to be free,
God is present, living in us,
pointing us to what shall be. 

Announcements Rev. Good
Special Events:
Mission Trip Signup today in the parlor after worship
Taizé Service Wednesday 7 PM in the sanctuary
Plate & Project Saturday 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall
Theology on Tap next Sunday at Town Tavern after worship
Arlington Pet Food Pantry yard sale next Sunday 1-3 PM on the front lawn

Weekly Events:
Monday Muddle 10 AM in the Parlor
Bible Study Wednesday 10 AM in the Parlor
Choir rehearsal Wednesday 7:45 PM in the choir room under the sanctuary
Helping Hands Thursday 10 AM in classroom 1

Benediction Rev. Good

Postlude: Holy Manna, two settings by Michael Burkhardt Sue Paro, organ
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